








Letters to the Editors 
1954 Commissioner 





Explains Movement 





“Disturbing Condition” 


e EDITORS’ NOTE—When the following 
report was presented to Nashville Pres- 
bytery, members of the presbytery stood 
and cheered. This was an unprecedented 
action. 


To THE PRESBYTERY OF NASHVILLE: 


I wish to submit herein my report of 
attendance as a commissioner to the 
94th General Assembly, May 27 to June 
1, 1954. I attended all sessions of the 
Assembly, voted on all matters presented 
and wish to express my appreciation to 
presbytery for this opportunity for en- 
lightenment and service. 

This was truly a historic Assembly and 
I believe the Holy Spirit prevailed in its 
actions. In contrast however, I have re- 
ceived an impression from this Assembly 
and feel that I should share it with my 
presbytery. This impression came more 
as the result of pre-Assembly propaganda 
which I received in large quantities and 
numerous personal contacts at Assembly. 
From these, my considered belief is that 
the following disturbing condition exists 
in our church: 

There is apparently a minority among 
the ministers who hold to theological 
views quite widely different from the 
majority. This militant minority has 
been joined by a zealous and influential 
group of laymen who share their theo- 
logical views and have strong convictions 
in the southern traditions. These groups 
together with a privately owned religious 
publication are conducting a very effec- 
tive campaign of propaganda aimed prin- 
cipally at the laymen. They are skillfully 
exploiting the mores of the laymen rela- 
ting to social, political and economic 
matters. 

In this way they are creating a division 
between laymen and a majority of the 
ministers. This is being done ostensibly 
to defeat the union movement. However, 
the question of union is merely a con- 
venient device to obtain support in the 
ultimate aim of having the particular 
theological interpretations of this group 
prevail in the church. 

If the foregoing is true, it constitutes 
a most serious threat to the peace and 
unity of our church. 

R. S. REYNOLDS. 
Nashville, Tenn. 


McLeod Article, et al 


To THe OUTLOOK: 

... 1 was very sad to read what Elder 
Robert McLeod said in his most excellent 
article, “Reunion Will Cost Something,” 
(OvTLooK, Nov. 29). I say I was sad be- 
cause of the truths about influence, 
Negroes, laboring class, and non-church 
people in columns 2 and 3. I have rarely 
read in American religious papers (I 
subscribe to some 32 of them of every 
denomination and region) such a true 
confession of sins. I can only respect 
an American church which is so honest. 
Generally in these days, Americans are 
taxed abroad as being “over-proud,” ar- 
rogant, and self-sufficient, because of 
what so many Americans say and write 
in the most stupid, boasting way. I am 
fully convinced that an article like that 
of Elder Robert McLeod can restore 
American prestige abroad and I will 


quote it again and again in my articles 
written for European and African con- 
sumption. 

I am sad to realize that there are still 


sO many opponents to Presbyterian 1¢ 
union in the South. And I am sore dis. 
tressed to see that there are so many 
Southerners and churchmen who oppoge 
desegregation. I am writing an article 
for a foreign Protestant quarterly about 
Negroes in the USA, and I will mention 
the courageous intervention of Mrs, A. 
J. E. Davies in presence of Senator Gar. 
land Gray’s attitude (OUTLOOK, Nov. 29.) 
NAME, 





INTERCEPTED CORRESPONDENCE 
USA Pastor Writes to U. S. Churchmen 





e EDITORS’ NOTE—The following letter 
is being received by Presbyterian, U. S., 
ministers. Dr. Anderson, a former USA 
Moderator, explains his own personal 
concern for reunion. 


DEAR BROTHER IN CHRIST: 


As a fellow-pastor and with no official 
authority whatever, save what I believe 
to be the urging of the Holy Spirit, I 
send this message to you. It is my great 
joy to know many of you in the U. S. 
Church, for twice I have represented our 
church before your Assembly. Also by 
invitation of your Assembly I journeyed 
with your then Moderator, Dr. J. R. Mc- 
Cain, across your splendid church. 

In the late 1700s my people were in 
the Presbytery of Orange, and after that 
scattered all through the South. My 
mother was a Pickett and many of my 
father’s people, Andersons and Alex- 
anders, fought for the Confederacy. My 
interest in Presbyterian reunion began 
years ago when I discovered that it was 
my great grandfather who made the 
motion which led ultimately to the di- 
vision of our church in the Assembly of 
1861. After the war which followed, 
members of our family did not speak to 
each other for years, and to this day our 
family is separated by the division of the 
church. When I read of my great grand- 
father’s motion I got down on my knees 
and pledged Christ I would do what I 
could to help erase division and bring 
about reunion. So I have labored and 
prayed, and so I write. 


A SOUTHERN ELDER 


It was a Southern elder, Cyrus Mc- 
Cormick, of Rockbridge County, Virginia, 
who first spoke out for reunion. The 
present reunion effort was inaugurated 
by the U. S. Assembly. Twice before; 
our churches approached reunion only to 
have the matter postponed by charges 
and insults. Now we draw near in a 
different mood. Believing that forgive- 
ness must precede reconciliation, our 
own Assembly asked for forgiveness of 
your church and your Assembly freely 


granted that forgiveness and in time 
asked our church’s forgiveness, which 
was granted. At an earlier Assembly 


your Moderator, Dr. J. B. Green, had 
said that it was sin which kept us apart 
and that the sin was not all on one side. 

Our USA Church is not a _ perfect 
church, but it certainly is not what has 
been described by some who oppose re- 
union. Our people, like your members, 
are loyal Christians. In the years while 
we have been separated, our church has 
established churches in every state in 
the Union and from the Caribbean to 


Alaska. With missionary martyrs, we 
have gone with Christ to thirty-four 
lands. There are two and one-half mil- 


lion of us and through evangelism we 
are growing at the rate of one thousand 


souls and one new church a week. There 
are many ordained elders and deacons 
in our church and nearly 9,900 ministers, 
I do not know a single one of these 
officers who does not worship Christ as 
Divine Lord and Savior and who does 
not believe, as you do, that Jesus Christ 
died on the Cross for him. 


ONE FAMILY 


The vast majority of our people want 
to join with you simply because they 
believe the Presbyterian family should 
be one. When your people leave the 
South and come North, East or West, a 
sectional church forces them to leave the 
church of their fathers and mothers. 
This loss in souls could be saved. We 
could join all our resources together and 
the United Presbyterians could add 
theirs. What a united witness we could 
give! We could be to the nation what 
we were for one hundred fifty years 
when we were together. We could grow 
into the strongest, finest Presbyterian 
Church history has ever known, and 
foolish and wasteful competition could 
be ended. Christ again would be crowned 
Lord of all. 

At this particular time all three 
churches are interested in uniting after 
years of labor toward this end. There 
are too many men who want reunion to 
permit this matter to fail even if de 
feated the first time. Not to unite our 
forces now means to go on in competi- 
tion and division and to labor again for 
another plan. 

The communists believe in dividing and 
conquering. The Roman Church will re- 
joice if we remain apart. Satan’s work, 
as described by our Lord, is to scatter 
the sheep as a wolf. St. Paul listed 
strife, faction and division along with 
idolatry and drunkenness as works of 
the flesh. 


ONE IN HEAVEN 

Our fathers are in one church in 
heaven. They (Dabney, Thornwell, Wil- 
son and Hodge) refused to be divided on 
earth until their nation was severed. Do 
not they say from where they are, “Be 
one again”? Do not our children, think- 
ing of the church of tomorrow, echo the 
plea of the fathers? Nearly sixteen hun- 
dred Godly pastors and elders went up 
to the three Assemblies in 1954. These 
men from all over America favored re- 
union seven-to-one, with only two hun- 
dred thirteen being opposed. 

If I have offended you by my frank 
plea, please forgive me. If your heart 
joins with me, please do all you can for 
reunion. Your courageous witness may 
be the deciding factor. May God richly 
bless your ministry and may his Holy 
Spirit lead our churches. 

Ever sincerely, 
HARRISON RAy ANDERSON. 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago, III. 
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St. John’s Deposes 
Minister, Seven Elders 


MraMI, FLA. (RNS)—W. E. Garrett, 
pastor of a Miami Beach Presbyterian 
church, was deposed as a minister by the 
St. Johns Presbytery of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. 

Seven elders of his Miami Beach In- 
dependent Presbyterian church, which 
was the First Presbyterian church before 
it withdrew from the denomination last 
August, also were deposed from their of- 
fices. 

All eight were tried in absentia and 
found guilty by the presbytery of willfully 
disobeying its authority. 

Dr. Garrett, contacted after the trial, 
said he did not feel the presbytery had 
jurisdiction over him since he resigned 
membership in it Sept. 1. 

He added that he did not think the 
presbytery could change the status of his 
ordination as a minister, either, since he 
was ordained by the (Northern) Presby- 
terian Church, USA. 

The disobedience case grew out of the 
church’s refusal to heed a presbytery order 
to revise its charter. 

The charter, unique among Presby- 
terian churches, contains a clause allow- 
ing the congregation to sever its relation- 
ship with the denomination on a three- 
fourths vote. Another clause provides 
that if such action is taken, the congre- 
gation retains the church property. 

Ordered by the presbytery to eliminate 
these provisions, the church refused and 
voted 136-6 to withdraw from the denom- 
ination. At stake are land and buildings 
worth $200,000. 


Assigned to Church 

At the trial, the presbytery, assigned 
Dr. Garrett to membership in Bethany 
Covenant church, Fort Lauderdale. H. 
Lawrence Love, pastor of the Fort Lau- 
derdale church, served as counsel for the 
absent defendant. 

Following the conviction, a committee 
was named to advise Dr. Garrett that 
there was no personal animosity involved 
and no question of his moral turpitude or 
Christian integrity. 

Dr. Garrett said he felt no personal 
animosity over the case. 

“My conscience is perfectly clear be- 
fore the Lord,” he said. ‘We simply 
acted under the authority of our charter.” 

His conviction and that of the elders 
was based on their rejection of a presby- 

(Continued on page 8) 





THE MODERATOR SPEAKS! 
Church Is Majoring on Majors 





The Assembly’s Moderator, Wade H. 
Boggs, continues his forthright speech 
on current issues as he makes his way 
across the church. 

In a recent Corpus Christi, Texas, in- 
terview, Dr. Boggs was quoted hopefully 
on the question of Presbyterian union. 
“Tn the past,” he said, “church differences 
were a matter of majoring on minor 
issues, but in our day we are majoring 
on majors. People’s minds are being 
centered more and more on things which 
are worthwhile. 

“For the first time since the national 
church and our church split in 1861,” he 
said, “we are near agreement. However, 
our church is confronted with a die-hard 
core which opposes any change in the 
status quo on both the questions of church 
union and segregation.” 

He was as forthright on the second 
question, declaring that there is no place 
in a Christian democracy for racial seg- 
gregation. “If we boast of being a 


NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 


Sends Christmas 


Boston—With a call to the churches 
to voice the hope for peace, the National 
Council of Churches adjourned its third 
biennial General Assembly here. The 
call to peace was a part of the Christmas 
message to the 30 churches affiliated with 
the Council. 

The message also noted “some happy 
signs” of a return to “a more careful 
protection of human liberties within the 
framework of tested constitutional pro- 
cedures.” It insisted, however, ‘‘We must 
continue to press vigorously for fair prac- 
tices in our public life, for the right of 
the accused to face the accuser and for the 
preservation of those freedoms which are 
our cherished heritage.” 

The Supreme Court’s ruling on segre- 
gation in the public schools, it said, 
creates “a responsibility and opportuni- 
tv” for each church, and it called upon 
all churches to make the transition from 
“a segregated to a non-segregated so- 
ciety.” 

The freedom issue was discussed by 
many speakers, including Roland H. 
Bainton of the Yale Divinity School. Dr. 
Bainton warned against the creation of 
widespread distrust by “excessive pur- 








Christian democracy,” he declared, “we 
cannot have a first-, second-, or third-class 
citizen.” 

Most people, Dr. Boggs declared, are 
unaware of the terriffic tensions built up 
over the world on the question of racism. 
“It is burying your head in the sand to 
embrace the Malanism of South Africa.” 
(Head of the South African government 
is Premier Malan, a Dutch Reformed 
or Presbyterian, who leads the forces sup- 
porting apartheid or segregation.) 

In commenting on the Supreme Court 
action outlawing segregation in the pub- 
lic schools, Dr. Boggs said, “It was the 
only action that could be taken in a 
Christian nation.” 

Dr. Boggs was in Corpus Christi to 
participate in a ceremony welcoming the 
Texas-Mexican Presbyterian churches 
into Western Texas presbytery, since the 
dissolution of the separate presbytery for 
Latin Americans was ordered by the Sy- 
nod of Texas. 


Message of Peace 


suits of subversives.”’ He was concerned 


especially about methods which “inspire 
distrust without discovering subversives.” 

“Loyalty oaths do not catch Commu- 
nists because they will readily lie,” he 
said. “Loyalty oaths are rather to screen 
out scrupulus liberals who are not Com- 
munists but object to the oath on prin- 


ciple.” 
Dr. Bainton recognized the chance that 
some subversives will go undetected. 


“Suppose we take a chance—what then ?” 
he asked. “Is not a people cleaner that 
comes under a foreign tyrant without 
consent than a people who forge their 
own chains?” 


Presbyterian Is President 

The Presbyterian, USA, Assembly’s 
Stated Clerk, Eugene Carson Blake, was 
elected the Council’s president. Dr. Blake 
set out almost immediately to carry the 
Christmas greetings of American Protes- 
tants to military personnel and chaplains 
in the Far East. 

In one talk at the Boston Assembly, 
Dr. Blake called “theological shallow- 
ness” the greatest danger to the churches. 
The deepest kind of theological under- 








standing, he declared, is needed to help 
Americans resist the “statism that is a 
present threat to freedom on both sides 
of the Iron and Bamboo Curtains.” It 
is also needed, he said, to guide Amer- 
icans who are “feverishly looking for 
some kind of psychological or spiritual 
help” in books and sermons. 

Another Presbyterian, John H. Platt 
of Chicago, was elected associate treas- 
urer to succeed James L. Kraft. 

The Council increased the number of 
its vice-presidents from six to 12. 


At one time in the proceedings the As- 
sembly paused to join in prayer for the 
recovery of Pope Pius XII and it sent 
a message of sympathy to the Vatican. 

Latin America faces a greater threat 
from religious persecution and other 
problems than from Communism, the 
Assembly was told by B. Foster Stock- 
well, a Methodist missionary. The most 
serious conditions, he said, are ‘‘poverty, 
ignorance, fascism and clericalism.” 

George W. Carpenter, of the National 
Council’s Africa committee, pointed to 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 

Holmes Rolston, editor-in-chief for the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of 

Christian Education, and Wade H. Boggs, Jr., of the faculty of the 
General Assembly’s Training School. 


CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS 


How can you explain some of the 
Christmas customs that seem to have 
no relation to the birth of Christ as the 
Bible gives it? 

Boccs: Different Christmas customs 
have grown up in different parts of the 
world, and in the U. S., which has wel- 
comed many different races, these customs 
of so many nationalities tend to meet and 
blend into common usage. 

(a) Some do have a Biblical basis: 
Giving gifts seems to be based on the story 
of the wise men who brought gifts to 
Jesus. 

(b) Some do not have a Biblical basis, 
yet may be regarded as harmless accre- 
tions, the holly, mistletoe and Yule log 
are relics of pre-Christian celebrations of 
the winter solstice. The Christmas tree 
has been traced back to the Romans. 

(c) Some do not have a Biblical basis 
and are most harmful. The Governor’s 
Highway Safety Committee has issued an 
appeal to Virginia drivers to be especially 
careful from now until the end of the 
holiday season because “drinking is far 
more prevalent in December than in any 
other month of the year.” 

(d) Other Christmas customs without 
Biblical basis are debatable — Santa 
Claus, for instance. Santa Claus may 
be traced back to St. Nicholas, a legend- 
ary character, reputed to have been born 
on Dec. 6, the fourth century, A. D. 
Most of the things he did are in reason- 
able harmony with the spirit of Christ, 
and many fine Christian parents see no 
harm in maintaining an innocent fiction 
with children in connection with St. 
Nicholas or Santa Claus. Others tell 
their children that only the spirit of 
Santa Claus exists and that parents and 
all men dressed in Santa Claus costumes 
are helping the spirit of St. Nicholas to 
find concrete expression. This latter 
methed is one we have used in our own 
home and I believe our children’s enjoy- 
ment of Christmas has not been dimin- 
ished an iota because we have not taught 
4 


them the Santa Claus myth. 

All these non-Biblical customs need 
to be dragged out. for a periodic over- 
hauling, and those not in harmony with 
the spirit of Christ discouraged. In any 
case, the emphasis being made today by 
many denominations on putting Christ 
back into Christmas I believe to be a 
wholesome one. 


CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS? 


Why do some Christian churches cel- 
ebrate Advent and other Christian sea- 
sons while some do not? 


Roiston: The reason that some Chris- 
tian churches celebrate Advent and other 
Christian seasons while some do not is 
to be found in the history of the Protes- 
taunt Reformation. When the Protestant 
Churches broke from Rome in the 16th 
century, they had to establish some prin- 
ciple to guide them in their effort to re- 
store the life and worship of the church 
to its original purity. All Protestants 
acknowledged the Scriptural principle, 
but they adopted it in different forms. 
The Anglican and Lutheran Churches 
took the position that they would retain 
in their worship the things which were 
not forbidden in Scripture. The Churches 
which stood in the Presbyterian and Re- 
formed tradition said that they would 
keep only the things which were definitely 
commanded in Scripture. As an expres- 
sion of their basic positions, the two 
groups took different attitudes to the com- 
plicated church calendar. The Anglicans 
and Lutherans simplified it but retained 
it. The Presbyterian and Reformed 
churches threw it out as a man made 
addition to worship for which they could 
find no justification in Scripture. More 
recently many of these churches are rec- 
ognizing real values in the various Chris- 
tian festivals and beginning to observe 
them in their worship. But this observ- 
ance is on a purely voluntary basis. It 
is never mandatory in the churches. 
racialism, human exploitation and Chris- 
tian division as the “three great sins’’ of 


the white race in Africa today. “In this 
hour when Africa needs above all else 
a powerful affirmation of the judgment 
and the grace of God, we cannot speak 
with one voice nor act with one mind 
because we are divided,” he declared. 


Hazard of Division 


Bishop Wm. C. Martin of Dallas, 
Texas, retiring president of the Council, 
said a divided church finds itself “em- 
barrassed and reduced in effectiveness” 
when it tries to “speak to the nations” 
about the need for cooperation. 

To conclude a long period of study and 
debate, New York was chosen as the loca- 
tion for the permanent headquarters of 
the National Council. The decision was 
made in September by the General Board 
of the Council and reported to the Boston 
meeting. Still opposing the action was 
a midwestern minority, despite the deci- 
sion of the Council to establish a major 
office in Chicago. 

An expenditure of up to $600,000 by 
the Council for the New York head- 
quarters was authorized. It is expected 
that the center will house also the offices 
of a number of Protestant denomina- 
tions. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., is re- 
corded as offering to contribute up to 
$1,000,000 for a religious center in New 
York City. 

Widely quoted in the daily press at 
the beginning of the Boston meeting was 
a report on “The State of the Churches.” 
Authors of the paper were Roy G. Ross 
and Roswell P. Barnes, general secretary 
and associate general secretary. 

This paper declared that on the basis 
of available statistics, the spiritual health 
of the nation is excellent, but, it declared, 
religion cannot “be measured in a labora- 
tory.” Churches were warned that they 
“must guard against a confidence derived 
from prosperity as measured by the stand- 
ards of contemporary society.” 

“Popular success,” it said, “is a great 
spiritual hazard. The average church 
is so much conformed to the world that 
people are surprised if it sharply chal- 
lenges the prevailing behavior of the 
community. Consequently, Christianity 
is regarded by many as a harmless adorn- 
ment of a comfortable life.” 

Among other needs pointed out is an 
analysis of why people go to church and 
whether religious “progress” is paralleled 
by rises in moral and ethical standards 
and individual good deeds. 


Revival Viewed With Caution 

The so-called religious revival in the 
United States was viewed with “caution 
and reserve.” 

The report declared that the churches 
will be “sufficient to our times if they 
are faithful, obedient, humble and coura- 
geous before God and the tasks which he 
has set for them to perform.” 

Next meeting of the Council’s General 
Assembly will be in St. Louis. 
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@ A Christmas Meditation 


What Made the Wise Men Wise? 


HE WISE MEN in the Christmas 
narrative were wise in that they were 
learned in the lore of their time. They 


were probably astrologers, men who, by . 


studying the heavens, so it was thought, 
could predict the events of earth. How- 
ever, it is not for their alleged knowledge 
of the stars that we call them wise, for 
indeed that knowledge has passed away. 
Astrology has become astronomy, even as 
alchemy chemistry. “Knowledge . . 
shall vanish away,” said Paul. Our knowl- 
edge, too. A textbook in zoology used 50 
years ago would be wholly inadequate 
today. Many things we thought we were 
dead-right about a generation ago, we 
now know we were dead-wrong about. 
But the three men who journeyed from 
the East bringing their gifts still deserve 
the title “wise men.” 


The Light We Follow 

Why were they wise? For one thing, 
because they acted on the vision that 
had come to them. ‘We have seen his 
star in the East, and have come. . . .” 
It is conceivable that others may have 
seen what they saw. If so, they are lost 
to history. ‘Their vision paled in the 
light of day. It is not the light we see 
but the light we follow that makes us 
wise. The wise men were wise because 
they followed the gleam. They persevered. 
“We have seen his star . . . and have 
come... .” 

The Star of Bethlehem may be re- 
garded as a symbol of any gleam of 
truth God sends to us. 


Peter saw a star. He had been reared 
in a tradition which was wont to regard 
those of a particular race as having a 
unique if not exclusive monopoly on 
God’s love or concern. To him, however, 
came the vision of a great truth—the 
inherent dignity and worth of man in the 
sight of God regardless of race. Presently 
there was a knock at his door, messengers 
from Cornelius, the Gentile. And like 
the wise men, Peter acted. He journeyed 
to Cornelius, to whom he said: “You... 
know how unlawful it is for a Jew to 
associate with or to visit any one of an- 
other nation; but God has shown me that 
I should not call any man common or 
unclean.” 

Paul saw a star. He saw in Christ a 
universal figure, one who transcends every 
particularism of race, class or nation. 
He acted on this truth and Christianity 
became a universal faith. 

When wise men see a gleam of truth 
they follow it. 





DR. PHILLIPS is minister of the First Baptist 
Church in Cleveland, Ohio. 


PECEMBER 20, 1954 


By HAROLD C. PHILLIPS 


No sky is ever completely starless. 
Even this dark world of our time has 
its star—the promise of a world com- 
munity. It is not easy to follow that 
star today. It was not easy for the wise 
men to follow their star. They came from 
afar. They confronted, as we do, Herod’s 
government, one of ruthless tyranny. But 
they persevered. ‘Those who seek peace 
through the United Nations and pursue 
it, may be dubbed daydreaming idealists. 
“We have always had wars, and we al- 
ways will.” But even as the wise men 
persevered despite obstacles, so must we. 

Nor is your life or mine without its 
star. As William Law puts it, “When 
the first spark of a desire after God arises 
in thy soul . . . give all thy heart unto 
it... follow it .. . it will lead thee to 
the birth of Jesus in thine own soul.” 
The tragedy of many of us is not that we 
have not seen his star, but that we have 
not journeyed in its light. The wise 
men not only saw, they followed. That 
is one reason why they were wise. 


Of International Mind 

The wise men were wise because they 
were internationally minded. One of 
them, tradition has it, came from India, 
another from Persia, the third from Chal- 
dea. And they journeyed, those three 
kings, across deserts to a small village 
in what was to them a foreign land. 
They saw something of supreme worth 
beyond their own borders. It is con- 
ceivable that they may have said, “If 
this star does not focus its beam within 
our boundaries, the thing to which it 
leads cannot be of much account.” Their 
love of country, their pride of race, might 
have made them nearsighted, or might 
have destroyed their capacity to be fair 
or objective in their judgments of others. 

But they did not say that because they 
were wise men. They knew what we 


- God Is Love 


We build our altars high, 
Towers of stone and steel, 
Piercing the sky. 

Oh God, we cry, if God be real, 
Open the closed door, 

Light the grey street. 


We build our altars high, 
Towers of stone and steel, 
Piercing the sky. 

Only those see God who kneel 
Close to the earth’s floor, 

At the Baby’s feet. 


-~—MARY CROCKETT NORFLEET 





sometimes forget; namely, that God often 
reveals his truth in most unlikely places. 
“This is God’s country,”’ we sometimes 
say. The truth is that every country 
is God’s country, even a so-called Iron 
Curtain country. 

We need the wisdom of these men to- 
day, especially we Americans. We are 
so “sold” on our standard of living that 
we tend almost unconsciously to judge 
other people by our materialistic measure- 
ments. So we miss the enduring values 
that may inhere in their culture. Meas- 
ured by our standards, would we have 
been greatly impressed by what the wise 
men saw in Bethlehem? Here was a 
little baby, the son, not of wealthy or 
socially prominent people, who was 
cradled not in a palace but in a stable. 
How often do we miss significant values 
because they appear in such unlikely 
places. But these men did not. They 
were wise. They looked beyond the out- 
ward trappings to eternal truth. If we 
shared their wisdom, while we should not 
love our country less, would not our un- 
derstanding and appreciation of other 
peoples increase? 

Their international outlook is seen also 
in their apprehension of the universality 
of Christ. Their own gods were national 
deities. But in uniting about the cradle 
of Christ they found that which trans- 
cended nationality. Did they not see 
in Christ God’s answer to our interna- 
tional conflicts ? 


This problem of finding that in which 
man can cohere is no longer academic. 
It is first on the agenda. We cannot 
put at off. 


Everything seems to be saying, “‘Coop- 
erate or perish.” Is Christ the link to 
bind the nations together? Were the 
angels mistaken when they sang: “The 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 
all flesh shall see it together”? These 
foreigners who came from different coun- 
tries to find, as they stood about the 
manger, that they were no longer foreign- 
ers but brothers in a shared experience— 
were they mistaken or supremely wise? 
What are we putting between ourselves 
and others, that which repels, antagonizes, 
scares, or that which elicits trust, faith, 
goodwill ? 

Between Chile and Argentina on the 
ridge of the Andean mountains is a huge 
statue of the Christ, “The Christ of the 
Andes.” Placed there as a symbol of 
peace, it reminds us of the spirit of un- 
derstanding and goodwill that can and 
must exist between nations. Please God, 
there shall come a day when we shall have 








the wisdom to see what these God-il- 
lumined wise men saw, that “in Christ 
there is no East or West.” 


They Come to Worship 

The wise men were wise because they 
realized the importance of worship. ‘We 
have seen his star in the East, and have 
come to worship him.” They came not 
just to see him out of curiosity, to talk 
about him as though they were gossip- 
mongers; they came to worship him. 

“How foolish this seems!” someone 
may say. ‘Can you imagine three men 
in their senses journeying days-on-end 
just to worship God?” Are there not 
thousands of people who live across the 
street from churches who never take the 
trouble to walk across? What foolish 
men those three kings were! On the con- 
trary, in this too, they were wise. 

For what is the meaning of worship? 
It is the orienting of life Godward. It 
is coming just as we are, with our limita- 
tions, our failures, confusions, doubts, 
fears, griefs, our sins, and turning our- 
selves Godward, seeking his cleansing, 
his light, his love. To do that is the 
deepest wisdom. 

The late Archbishop of Canterbury, 
William Temple, without doubt one of 
the most learned men of our time, had 
this to say about worship: ‘To worship 
is to quicken the conscience by the holi- 
ness of God, to gird the mind with the 
truth of God, to purge the imagination 
by the beauty of God, to open the heart 
to the love of God, to devote the will to 
the purpose of God.” 


If worship can do that for us, as 
genuine worship assuredly does, it 1s 
not the path of wisdom to neglect it. 


Have you ever wondered why the 
Christmas story grips us so? Each item 
of the story is not in and of itself so very 
impressive. Shepherds in the field ? There 
is nothing unfamiliar about that. A bril- 
liant star in the sky—have not millions 
seen Halley’s comet? Men on a long 
journey? A baby in his crib with ra- 
diantly happy parents? None of these 
things is so unusual. But in the Christ- 
mas story they have peculiar meaning for 
us because they were all oriented God- 
ward, because of the media of his revela- 
tion. “The angel of the Lord came upon 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around about them.” 

In a sense, all genuine worship is a 
revelation of God. It lifts life to a higher 
level. It turns the light of God upon 
the commonplace things of earth. It is 
Jacob’s stony pillar transfigured by the 
divine: ‘Surely the Lord is in this 
place.” As George A. Buttrick has well 
said, ‘‘People do not live without worship 
—they die. They sink below themselves 
when they cease to worship One above 
themselves.” 

When man dethrones God, he en- 
thrones himself. Since he recognizes no 


Superior Being, he becomes himself the 
superior being and tries to impose his 
own perverted will upon the world. This 
is the psychology of dictatorship. The 
men who came to worship the Christ 
Child were wise, for worship is the rec- 
ognition of our finiteness and creature- 
hood.- This is the highest wisdom. 


Personality Is the Key 

The wise men understood that person- 
ality is the key to life’s meaning. They 
did not come seeking gold or oil, but a 
person. They were led by nature, a star, 
to that which transcends nature. Is it 
not significant, too, that the one they 
sought was a child? ‘Where is he that 


is born .. .? they asked. Did they see 
the significance of childhood, its unpre- 
dictable possibilities? Is it just bigness 
and power that impress us? 


Do we have the discernment to see 
the promise in events or movements that 
come in swaddling clothes? 


Personality is the key to life’s meaning, 
and Christ is the key to personality. So 
Christmas calls us to develop the God- 
given possibilities within our own per- 
onalities, “until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ.” 


THE COMING OF CHRIST 


By J. ROSS WILKIE 


HE real meaning of Christmas is 

that the world was turned upside 
down. More constructively, through re- 
corded history the world has always been 
upside down, until in Anno Domini 1, 
it was turned the right way up. The 
tragedy is that the world has not yet 
grasped that it is, in fact, this way up. 
The pathos is that nevertheless the world 
has “come right-way up,” whether men 
grasp it or not. 

Before Christ was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, the pagan Roman Empire had 
observed certain quaint feasts: Upside- 
down affairs. When the days were very 
dark and the times most bitter—right 
between autumn and spring—the heart 
of man demanded “a party.” So there 
grew up the midwinter feasts. Just as 
we have customs that grow up around 
the festivals of our making—in Scotland, 
we first-foot at New Year, and at Thanks- 
giving you eat turkey—so obligations 
grew up around those ancient mid-winter 
parties. People gave gifts—sweets and 
little lamps—and they were expected to 
do most surprising things. For a time, 
the slaves were allowed to reign on the 
great estates, while the owners did the 
serving. For a day or two, the kids gave 
the orders and the parents obeyed them. 

How surprisingly “upside-down” this 
must have been to a normally austere 
Roman life. Perhaps it was because days 
were so dark that even a little lamp was 
lightsome: days so bitter that they had to 
share sweets: life so unbearable in its 
changeless continuity that folk just had 
to act a little bit odd. 

Of course, when the feast was over, the 
old routine snapped back into place. The 
slaves were sent packing: the head of the 
family demanded a fresh obedience from 


MR. WILKIE is studying this year on the 
Pan-Presbyterian Scholarship at Austin (Tex- 
as) Theological Seminary, coming from St. 
Marys College, University of St. Andrews, 
Scotland. 


his family. Everything was “in order” 
again: darkness, despair, dictatorship. 


> 


Then God Came 

In the light of these pre-Christian fes- 
tivities, strangely human in their conceits, 
it is almost breathless to imagine that on 
that first Christmas Day, God condes- 
cended to countersign this phantasma- 
goria and to make it Truth. He became 
human. 

God became human. In a stagnant 
world, locked in the ice-floe of a great 
despair, when the whole world had got 
stuck, then it was that God gave his pres- 
ent to the world. And the most wonder- 
ful and sweetest gift ever experienced by 
the human race is always the birth of a 
little baby. In darkest streets of Moscow 
—in the glens of Inverness—in the lone- 
liest part of the Congo—on the big 
ranches of West Texas—the birth of a 
little child is the most wonderful gift 
ever experienced. And that is precisely 
what God gave the world—a child. 

“They were all looking for a king. 

To slay their foes and lift them high; 
Thou cam’st, a little baby thing, 
That made a woman cry.” 

(Geo. MacDonald) 


“This shall be your sign,” said the 
angels to the shepherds. “Ye shall find 


the babe, wrapped in swaddling clothes 
and lying in a manger.” 


No Parochial Christ 


How does that turn the world upside- 
down? 

It seems that the world can be turned 
upside-down only if the Christ we offer 
is big enough to cope with the dilemmas 
of our world. “And he shall send them 
a Savior and a great one and he shall 
deliver them” (Isaiah 19:20). For cen- 
turies we have been busy in preaching 
a pigmy and parochial Christ who, under 
the pressure of big events, has been forced 
to evacuate province after province of 
human experience. Christ was made to 
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occupy only the limited spheres of men’s 
private emotions: what a man believed 
in his own room. We have failed to see 
that unless Christ was the savior of the 
material as well as the spiritual, of the 
mind as well as the soul, then he was 
no savior at all. We thought the world’s 
problems could be solved by a little poli- 
tical maneuvering, a dish of scientific en- 
lightenment, some slight economic mani- 
pulation. We failed to see that Paul was 
right when he asserted so clearly and 
vividly that we are not up against mere 
flesh and blood, but against principali- 
ties and powers, against spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places. We lost the New 
Testament insight which saw a cosmic 
Christ whose spirit was woven into the 
very stuff and essence of the universe 
who, in the words of John, created all 
things—without him was not anything 
made that was made. A pigmy and pri- 
vate Christ is the most devastating 
weapon in the well-stocked armory of 
evil. 

The Nazis did not persecute religion 
in any crude and obvious way. They 
forced their ministers to preach a purely 
private Christ, and Germany was without 
a Savior. Malenkov does not persecute 
religion in the barbarous manner of Nero 
and Domitian. Under the guise and 
cloak of tolerance, he permits a dwarfed 
and stunted Christ who has no power 
to save: a Christ who is pushed off the 
main thoroughfares of life: a Christ who 
is banished from the realms of men’s 
crucial concerns—education and culture 
and politics and health: and Christ is 
snapped back into place again, confined 
to man’s hidden inner feelings. 

Surely, to turn the world upside-down 
again, a world held in this ice-floe of 
cynicism and despair, we must sound the 
full evangel. A conquering, cosmic Christ 
striding forward in the greatness of his 
strength, mighty to save. 

Christ is waiting to turn the world 
upside-down if we will but help, “for to 
as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become sons of God, even 
to them that believe in his name.” 

Let us try and catch a glimpse of the 
real meaning of Christmas and turn the 
world upside down. Let us open our 
doors and hearts, and let the King of 
Glory enter in. He stands at the door 


and knocks—how are we going to answer? 
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Christmas Begins 
With Me 


As | would lead, 

O Christ, lead me 
In thought and deed 
To be like thee. 
Give me my part 

In thy great plan; 
Make of my heart 
A Bethlehem. 


—Alice L. Goddard. 


To our friends who share 
inthe fellowship of 

these pages, both as 
producers and as readers, 
we wish you 


AGlad and Joyous 
Christmas 


THE EDITORS. 


EDITORIAL 


The Christmas Parade 


From many a town and city this fall 
a story has come, beginning like this: 

“Many Cities, USA—Merchants and 
clergymen here will sponsor a Christmas 
parade completely devoid of commercial- 
ization. ... Prior to last year, most of the 
floats in the parade were entered by stores 
and other commercial establishments.” 





But the tell-tale mark in connection 
with what might ctherwise be a laudable 
step is the date. For the parade, unlike 
parades for other festivals on the calen- 
dar, was not on the day of the event or 
the evening before or even the week be- 
fore. It was almost invariably a month 
before. 

Which means that Christmas is stretch- 
ed out too long. Which also raises a 
question mark about the opening sentence 
—‘‘completely devoid of commercializa- 
tion.” 

Much good is being done to curtail 
some of the excesses of recent years. There 
is still much to do. 


For January 2-9 


It is a good thing if your church and 
community join, interdenominationally 
where possible, in celebrating the Uni- 
versal Week of Prayer, Jan. 2-9 this year. 
At least, some groups can do so even if 
larger cooperation is out of the question. 
Twenty cents sent now will bring you a 
copy of “The Life God Redeems” by 
John Oliver Nelson, which develops the 
series of meditations. Address: Dept. 
of Evangelism, National Council of 
Churches, 120 E. 23rd St., NYC 10. 





= 2” 


HAVE YOU LOOKED IT UP? 





Christmas 


“Christmas [Christ’s Mass], in the 
Christian calendar, feast of the nativity 
of Our Lord (Dec. 25). In liturgical 
importance it ranks after Easter, Pen- 
tecost, and Epiphany (Jan. 6). The 
observance is not older than A.D. 200. 
. . . Christmas as the great popular fes- 
tival of Western Europe dates from the 
Middle Ages. In England after the 
Reformation the observance became a 
crux between Anglicans and other Prot- 
estants, and Christmas was suppressed in 


Scotland and not permitted in much of 
New England until the 19th century, 
..’—THE COLUMBIA ENCYCLOPEDIA, 


MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 


White Christmas 


Those who remember Holiday Inn will 
make inevitable comparisons with this 
amusing colorful and spirited musical 
romance which it may have inspired, 
Those who have no such recollection will 
enjoy this sprightly extravaganza on its 
own merits. It has a plot combining 
enough sentiment and pathos as well as 
comedy, singing, dancing to hold interest. 
Some well-known songs by Irving Berlin 
are included, and new ones which have 
already become popular are offered, such 
as “Count Your Blessings” whose sane 
philosophy is refreshing. 

Two entertainers with hearts of gold 
and an eye toward romance (Bing Crosby 
and Danny Kaye) have become a famous 
team since they were war buddies. They 
cooperate in reviving the lagging resort 
hotel owned by their old division general 
who seems to have joined the “not want- 
ed” ranks since the close of the war. 
Calling the Army esprit de corps to the 
rescue, they restore the inn to prosperity 
and the general to self-confidence. A 
“sister act” (Rosemary Clooney and 
Vera-Ellen) is helped along and “White 
Christmas” undoubtedly leads to the 
“Wedding March,” the girls contributing 
their own talent to this elaborate confec- 
tion. 

Beautiful Technicolor in bright hues 
embellishes this Paramount presentation 
with Vistavision giving depth and pano- 
ramic perspective to lavish production 
numbers, elaborate settings and scenic ef- 
fects which compete with one another for 
visual enjoyment. 

Good holiday fare for the Family. 








*Rated by the Protestant Motion Picture 
Council. 


St. John’s Deposes Minister, 
and Seven Elders 
(Continued from page 3) 
tery order not to vote on withdrawing 

from the denomination. 

The presbytery contends it is illegal 
for a church to withdraw, but that a 
church may ask permission to be dis- 
missed. 

The defendants also were found guilty 
of failing to appear for trial upon noti- 
fication. 

Dr. Garrett, a former Navy chaplain, 
has been pastor of the church since 1946. 
In 1949 he founded the Miami Bible 
Institute. 

He resigned from the presbytery be- 
cause of opposition to the use of non- 
Presbyterian literature in Sunday school 
and support of non-Presbyterian mission- 
aries by his church. 
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CAROLS AND CANDLEGREASE 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“This child is set for the fall and the 
rising again of many in Israel; and for a 
sign which shall be spoken against; yea, 
a sword shall pierce through thy own 
soul also.””—Luke 2:34,35. 


HRISTMAS EVE was beautiful in 

the hospital. There were lighted 
Christmas trees in every ward. Each 
room had some reminder of the festival, 
even if the patient was too near death 
to care. 

There were little hall-parties on the 
sun-porches. But the time of special 
beauty was the coming of the student 
nurses, fifty or more of them, all in white, 
wearing their red and blue capes, walking 
up and down the stairs, through every 
corridor, past every door, with lighted 
candles in their hands, singing the fa- 
miliar Christmas carols, angels of mercy 
in a place of pain. 

But on Christmas morning, with many 
shifts of nurses a little short, most of 
them wishing this could have been their 
day off—Christmas morning, with all the 
routine as usual, there was an extra chore. 
Down the corridor where last night the 
nurses marched and sang, the janitor was 
tediously scraping off the floor the candle- 
grease that had dropped as they passed. 
They had brought beauty and hope and 
faith—but they had left a tedious job for 
aman todo. They had left something not 
only not beautiful but a hazard to life 
and limb. And still no one heard the 
janitor complain. Perhaps I should have 
complained if it had been my job... 
but I hope not. For those who sit by 
Beauty’s board must not mind sweeping 
up the crumbs. 


H, NOT on Christmas Eve alone 
but all through life, after carols 
there is candlegrease. After the choir, 
the janitor. The point is not that life 
is composed partly of carols, partly of 
candlegrease, otherwise it would be a 
simple matter to take the one and leave 
the other. How easy life would be if this 
were so! But the fact is, without the 
carols there would be no grease. 
What is good and true and beautiful 
creates its own waste products. 

Much of what we call evil in this world 
is but the footprints of Beauty and Truth 
and Goodness that have passed through 
this mire, not without struggle. This 
may not be a happy thought, but it may 
be helpful. 

Does not all beauty achieved by man 
leave behind it a deep weariness? Great 
artists do not always live to a great age; 
their very creativeness may wear them 
to an early shadow. Attend some great 
opera where sight and sound unite in 
something close to perfection; read some 
poem in which every word sings its note 
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straight to heart and mind; stand agaze 
in the midst of a Taj Mahal or a Dome of 

the Rock. You are beholding what was 
bought with a price. There is a dark 

trail below this pinnacle of beauty. 

This snowy sunlit height rests on 

dark and fever-bordered marshland 

apart from which it could not be. 


Before the thing of beauty takes its 
shape, and even as it unfolds to eye and 
ear and mind, it leaves a mark of tedium 
and toil. There were a hundred false 
notes before this harmony was real. Per- 
fection emerges out of the necessary im- 
perfection which its making creates. If 
no one had attempted the symphony, there 
would not have been all the discords of 
the rehearsals. If no one had written 
the poem, ink would not have been wasted 
on so many drafts. How many waste- 
baskets were filled, over a time of twenty 
years, before Gray’s “Elegy” became 
what it is? How many trashy pieces did 
Keats have to write as a boy before he 
could write a real Ode? How many 
cheap political speeches did Cicero have 
to make before he was capable of his 
masterpiece ? 


T IS SO even at the threshold of the 

All-Highest. There are those whose 
call and destiny it is to tend the altar- 
flames, to be “men of God,” priests and 
ministers and stewards of the invisible 
Mysteries. And because of this high 
necessity laid upon them so that they 
dare not evade, many such men have tes- 
tified that there comes on them now and 
again a weariness, an ennui, a dryness 
of the spirit, a deadness of tedium that 
would not be theirs if they had followed 
some lower calling. 

Was it not so at the first Christmas? 
When “heavens’s arches rang, and the 
angels sang” at the coming to earth of 
the Lord Jesus, already beyond the rim 
of time there was heard in heaven the 
threnody of the Cross. God was sending 
this world his greatest Gift; yet in send- 
ing this Child he was making possible, 
yes, even making certain, history’s dark- 
est crime. 

What fell upon the stones at Golgotha 
was more than candle-ends; it was the 
ending of a life. Had that life been 
less true, less good, less beautiful, the 
crime of its destruction would have been 
less. Indeed, had Christ abated his truth 
and his life, the crime would never have 
been. 

But then the veil of the Holy Place 
never would have been rent, the Win- 
dow into God would never have been 
opened. 

At Bethlehem the radiance and the 
melody of heaven came to earth. But be- 
cause this was so, there were long years 


of toil, there lived a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief, there was a mother 
whose heart felt the sword. 

Because of the Child for whom the song 
was sung at Bethlehem, there were hearts 
that were hardened, a friend became a 
traitor, a coward hurried Innocence to 
death, brutal men cast lots for a dying 
man’s garment. Even the heavenly carols 
bring their aftermath of tears. 

But who, having pondered on Bethle- 
hem and Calvary, would—to prevent the 
tears—ask that the night be empty, the 
angels’ singing silenced, the star cease 
from the sky? 


HAVE YOU LOOKED IT UP? 


Carol 


“carol, popular hymn, of joyful nature, 
in celebration of an occasion such as 
May Day, Easter, or especially Christ- 
mas. The earliest date from 15th cen- 
tury. Carols exist in all Christian na- 
tions; many may be from pagan sources. 
Despite the folksong character of true 
carols, many Christian hymns composed 
in the 19th century have been called 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Rabbi and Baptists 
Debate Heaven, Hell 


Arkansas News Letter 

Little Rock’s Rabbi Ira E. Sanders 
recently aroused the city’s Baptist Pas- 
tors’ Conference. The rabbi, speaking to 
the Rotary Club, declared that “man 
would be better off if the hope of a ma- 
terial heaven and the fear of a physical 
hell were completely brought to an end.” 
“The earth,” he said, “is the only place 
to fix our fancy.” Immortality he de- 
scribed as a “reasonable hope.” He then 
went on to stress his belief in the separa- 
tion of church and state, insisting that 
“no church doctrine, religious theory or 
scripture should be required by law to 
be read in our schools to the exclusion of 
other theories. I am therefore opposed 
to the reading of Bibles—both the Hebrew 
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and the Christian versions—as a required 
part of public school exercises.” The 
Baptist pastors then drew up resolutions 
challenging the rabbi’s “materialism and 
humanism” and insisting that heaven and 
hell are “literal realities.” They went on 
to support the separation of church and 
state, but they did protest the front-page 
attention which the Arkansas Gazette 
had given to the rabbi’s speech, which, 
they said, contradicts “the Christian be- 
liefs of the majority of the readers of the 
Gazette.” 


Prescribed Religious Exercises 
Mark Public School Program 

What Rabbi Sanders undoubtedly had 
in mind in his protest (see above) is the 
new Bible-reading program in the Little 
Rock schools. This was worked out after 
months of effort by the ministerial al- 
liance, the Directors of Religious Educa- 
tion Association and, the spiritual educa- 
tion committee of the Parent-Teacher 
Council. It provides Bible readings 
divided into four age patterns. Arkansas 
law requires that every teacher or some 
other person in charge shall provide for 
the reverent daily reading of a portion 
of the Bible without comment in every 
public tax-supported school. Prayer may 
be offered or the Lord’s Prayer repeated 
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provided that no pupil is required to take 
part and that a student may be excused 
upon written request of a parent or 
guardian. In the Little Rock schools, 
the daily requirement is that the Lord’s 
Prayer be led by students and teachers, 
Each school in the system is to have a 
planned religious assembly program once 
a month, non-sectarian in nature and 
using clergymen of the area. Teachers 
are to encourage church attendance by 
calling it to the attention of students on 
Friday afternoon. The motto, “In God 
We Trust,” must appear in every class- 
room. (RNS) 
Defeated Governor 
Cut Welfare List 

Governor Francis Cherry, a Presby- 
terian elder who was defeated in his 
recent bid for re-election after a two-year 
term, told the Little Rock Ministerial 
Alliance that the had been asked many 
times whether he could be governor and 
be honest. His stock reply: “He can 
he honest, but he won't be governor long.” 
Some political observers place part of the 
cau-e of Governor Cherry’s defeat on his 
efforts to prune from the welfare rolls the 
names of people whose families could 
support them. In speaking to a group of 
ministers who probably voted for him 
90% (but gave no active support), the 
governor declared that welfare interests 
had more influence in the last election 
than all ministers, civic clubs and Cham- 
bers of Commerce combined. 


Inter-Racial Conference 
Planned for Students 

Presbyterian students in Arkansas will 
hold what may be the first inter-racial 
conference since the action of the General 
Assembly and the synod on the issue of 
segregation. The Westminster Fellow- 
ships will be having their conference in 
February and plans are being made on an 
inter-racial basis. This does not repre- 


sent a change in the policy of this group. 
It is brought about by the establishment 
of a new Westminster Fellowship at Pine 
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Bluff A. M. & N., the state college for 
Negroes. Tentative plans schedule the 
February conference at Montecello AXM 
College. 


Miscellany 

The congreation of the First church, 
North Little Rock, has moved into its 
new sanctuary. .. . The Thanksgiving 
offering requested for the Vera Lloyd 
Home was $15,000. A special gift of 
$5,000 will go toward a small administra- 
tion office. . . . Segregation has ended in 
the Fayetteville High School with the ad- 
mission of six Negro students. . . . Oua- 
chita Presbytery recently received four 
new ministers: Don Campbell, Crossett; 
George Chauncey, Monticello; E. E. Mc- 
Pheeters, Warren; David Harrison, Mt. 
Area leadership training schools 
are being held not only in the larger urban 
areas such as Ft. Smith and Hot Springs 
but also around Mountain Home and 
Dermott. . . . Negro doctors, who are 
qualified, will now be allowed to practice 
at the new St. Vincent’s Catholic In- 
firmary, opening in Little Rock this 
month. The staff of the Arkansas Bap- 
tist Hospital recently voted to accept 
Negro physicians. 

Jac C. RUFFIN. 

Little Rock. 


New Church Construction 
Sets Another Record 


WasHINGTON, D. C. (RNS) — New 
church construction in November totaled 
$59,000,000, a new record for a single 
month, the Departments of Labor and 
Commerce reported. This was $1,000,- 
000 over the October figure. 

The increase surprised government 
forecasters since construction usually de- 
clines during the fall as inclement weath- 
er settles on the northern states. 

Church construction for the first 11 
months of this year amounted to $531,- 
000,000, already more than $100,000,000 
ahead of the record set in 1953, and six 
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per cent higher than the forecasters’ pre- 
diction of $500,000,000 for 1954. 


HAVE YOU LOOKED IT UP? 


Waits 


“waits, in England, band of itinerant 
musicians who celebrate Christmas by the 
nocturnal open-air singing of carols or 
other seasonable music, usually in ex- 
pectation of small gratuities. The waits 
were originally watchmen, who blew a 
horn or sang a tune to mark the hours or 
the change of guard. In the 16th cen- 
tury large cities had trained bands of 
waits, who took part in public ceremonies 
and festivities. The custom survives, 
with variations, especially in rural com- 





munities.”,—THE CoLuMBIA ENCYCLO- 
PEDIA. 
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... the Christ-child who comes is the Master of all, 
No palace too great and no cottage too small; 
The angels who welcome him sing from the height, 
“In the City of David, a King in his might.” 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 


Then let every heart keep its Christmas within, 

Christ's pity for sorrow, Christ's hatred for sin, 

Christ's care for the weakest, Christ’s courage for right, 

Christ’s dread of the darkness, Christ's love of the light, 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 


So the stars of the midnight which compass us round 

Shall see a strange glory, and hear a sweet sound, 

And cry, “Look! the earth is aflame with delight, 

O sons of the morning, rejoice at the sight.” 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 


-PHILLIPS BROOKS, 1835-1893. 
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THE BIBLE, OUR AUTHORITY 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for January 2, 1955 
John 20:31, Romans 15:4; 2 Tim. 3:14-17; Heb. 4:12; Il Peter 1:16-21 


We are asked to think during the first 
quarter of the new year about some of the 
great Christian teachings, and first of 
all, about the Bible, our authority. 

What is the Bible? How did it come 
into being? Why was it written? In 
what sense is it our authority? What 
do we mean when we say it was inspired ? 
Does inspiration necessarily include in- 
errancy? What may we legitimately ex- 
pect the Bible to accomplish? What 
will it do for our lives? Can it, for 
example, guarantee bodily health or 
worldly success (as some today are claim- 
ing)? Just why should we read the 
Bible? These are some of the questions 
naturally raised by our study. 


1. What Is the Bible? 


We note at the outset that it is not one 
book, but a collection of books, sixty-six 
in all. These 66 books are grouped to- 
gether in two subordinate sections, one 
called the Old Testament, the other the 
New Testament. What do we mean by 
“Testament”? It is a Latin word and 
really means covenant. The rsv seeks to 
bring this out by putting on its title page: 
“The New Covenant, commonly called 
The New Testament. . . .” The first 39 
books of the Bible then are related to the 
Old Covenant; the last 27 to the New 
Covenant. 

The Old Covenant was made first with 
Abraham. God promised that he would 
bless him and his seed and that through 
them all mankind would be blessed (Gen. 
12:1-3; 15:18; 17:9). Later it was re- 
newed to Abraham’s descendants, the 
children of Israel. God declared through 
Moses that the Israelites would be his 
own possession from among all the 
peoples, if they would obey his voice and 
keep his commandments (Ex. 19:5-6; 
24:1-8). This conditional promise which 
God gave to his people lies at the heart 
of the first 39 books of the Bible, hence 
the name, the Old Testament, or better, 
the Old Covenant. But as time went on 
the Israelites did not fulfill their part of 
the agreement; as a result, first the north- 
ern and then the southern tribes were car- 
tied into captivity. But Jeremiah, one 
of the greatest of the prophets, said the 
time would come when God would make 
a new covenant with his people. The law 
this time would be written on their hearts, 
and provision would be made for the for- 
giveness of sin (Jer. 31:31-34). Jesus 
referred to this prediction when he said 
during the course of the Last Supper: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood” (Luke 22:20). The last 27 books 
of the Bible are concerned with this new 
covenant which God made with his people 
DECEMBER 20, 1954 


through their faith in Jesus Christ. Hence 
the name, New Testament or the New 
Covenant. 

The 39 books which deal with the Old 
Covenant were written by different men 
at different periods in Israel’s history. 
The first five books are attributed to 
Moses, who was the real founder of the 
nation and who lived about 1500 years 
before Christ. Plainly Moses did not 
write every word in the Pentateuch (the 
story of his own death, for example) ; 
but the beginning, at least, goes back to 
him. Only gradually did the Pentateuch 
take its present form; other books were 


written from time to time by poet, prophet 


and priest. Some dealt with Israel’s 
history as determined by the covenant; 
others represent the distillation of Is- 
rael’s piety (the Psalms), or of Israel’s 
wisdom (Proverbs, for example). Per- 
haps the most valuable group of all sum- 
marizes the sermons or messages of the 
prophets. The last writing now repre- 
sented in the O.T. was dene probably 
in the Maccabean period, several hundred 
years after the close of the history re- 
corded in the O.T., and a century and 
a half before Christ. 


These various writings were recog- 
nized as prophetic, i.e., ultimately from 
God, probably from the beginning, not 
indeed by the entire nation, but at least 
by the more spiritual minded whose 
hearts were attuned to that of God (cf. 
Dt. 6:4; Josh. 1:8-9, Ps. 1,19, etc). But 
it was only gradually that they were first 
edited, and then collected together into 
anything like a Bible. The first group 
to be accepted by the nation as an au- 
thoritative expression of God’s will was 
that group of five books now known as 
the Pentateuch or the Law. Modern 
scholars think that the first step toward 
such “canonization” was taken in Ezra’s 
day, about 250 A.D. (Neh. 10:29.) Some 
time later the historical books and the 
prophetical books were brought together 
(known collectively as the Prophets) and 
accepted by the nation as being also au- 
thoritative Scripture. About 160 B.C. 
the remaining books of the O.T. (known 
as the Writings) were added. But the 
limits of these last two sections of the 
O.T. were not finallv determined until 
after the beginning of the Christian era 
(about 100 A.D.). As a matter of fact, 
as Canon Driver indicates: 


“No portion of the Old Testament... 
was ever formally canonized by any judi- 
cial or ecclesiastical authority; but the 
various books gradually made their way 
to universal acceptance in the synagogue, 
just as (later) those of the New Testa- 
ment came to be accepted in the church.” 


The New Testament books were all 
written shortly after the death of Jesus: 
first the letters of Paul, missionary letters 
written, most of them, to deal with spe- 
cific problems which had arisen in the 
churches which he had founded; then the 
Gospels, written, not primarily as his- 
torical records, but, as John says of his 
own Gospel, “‘that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that believing you may have life in his 
name” (John 20:31); and in between, 
the other books and letters preserved for 
us in the New Testament. These Gos- 
pels, Acts, and letters were all written for 
specific purposes and were not at first 
regarded us Scripture to be placed along- 
side that which the church has taken over 
from the Jews. It was felt however, from 
the very beginning that the apostles were 
guided in what they said and wrote by 
the Holy Spirit, as Jesus promised (Jn. 
16:13). The various writings were there- 
fore gradually circulated through the 
church and were everywhere accepted as 
authoritative as soon as it was recognized 
that they came from the Apostles or from 
their representatives. 

In the second century various heresies 
began to creep into the church, claiming 
that they represented the true Christian 
doctrine. To protect themselves, the 
churches began to collect the apostolic 
writings, which from this time began to 
be regarded as Scripture alongside the 
older writings of Israel. From the be- 
ginning there was agreement that the four 
Gospels, the Acts, and the thirteen Paul- 
ine epistles belonged in this category. 
The other writings, Hebrews on, were not 
so well known throughout the entire 
church, and it was some time before 
the church scholars, on whom the de- 
cision ultimately rested, were satisfied 
that they were all truly apostolic. But 
from 367 A.D. on there was general 
agreement that the New Testament con- 
tained our present 27 books, these and no 
others. 

The church looks upon the Bible, which 
has thus come down to us as being in- 
spired. It speaks of it as the “Word of 
God.” This confidence goes back, in the 
first place, to the writers themselves. 
The O.T. prophets, for example, felt 
that God was speaking through them. 
When they spoke, they said, “Thus says 
the Lord.” Their words were not al- 
ways accepted by their contemporaries, 
but they approved themselves in the re- 
ligious consciousness of the spiritually 
minded and confirmed themselves in his- 
tory. Jesus accepted the O.T. as sacred 
scripture (see also II Tim. 3:16; II Peter 
1:21) and promised that the Holy Spirit 
would guide his disciples into all the 
truth (Jn. 16:13). The apostles felt 
that they were inspired by the Spirit and, 
as we have seen, their words were ac- 
cepted by the church as authoritative from 
the beginning. Our Confession of Faith 
says: 
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“We may be moved and induced by the 
testimony of the church to an high and 
reverent esteem of the Holy Scripture; and 
the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy 
of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, 
the consent of the parts, the scope of the 
whole (which is to give all glory to God), 
the full discovery it makes of the only 
way of man’s salvation, the many other in- 
comparable excellencies, and the entire 
perfection thereof, are arguments whereby 
it doth abundantly evidence itself to be 
the Word of God; yet notwithstanding our 
full persuasion and assurance of the in- 
fallible truth and divine authority thereof, 
is the inward work of the Holy Spirit, 
bearing witness by and with the Word in 
our hearts.” 

This is a good statement of the matter. 
We believe, in the last analysis, that the 
Bible is inspired because it commends 
itself as the Word of God to our moral 
and _ spiritual consciousness; because, 
through it, the Living Word comes to 
claim our wills. 

This does not mean that we must ac- 
cept any particular theory of inspiration. 
The Bible, claiming to be inspired, does 
not give us any definition of inspiration. 
We certainly do not think that the writers 
were mere mechanical instruments played 
on by the Holy Spirit. We recognize 
that the human factor played a part in 
the style, the language, the thought. Just 
how the human and the divine cooperated, 
we cannot say with certainty. We do 
know that in the Holy Scriptures the 
Holy Spirit spoke and still speaks to our 
hearts. 


ll. Why Read the Bible? 

John concludes his Gospel by saying, 
“Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, which are not 
written in this book; but these are writ- 
ten toward the end of Paul's life, to Timo- 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
you may have life in his name.”” We are 
to read then, in order that we may find 
the life which is offered to us through 
Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. 
If we read for any lesser end we miss the 
Scripture’s highest value. 

Paul wrote to the Romans (15:4) that 
“whatever was written in former days 
was written for our instruction, that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement 
[a better translation of the Greek word 
than the “comfort” of the Kjv] of the 
scriptures we might have hope.” Our real 
hope for the future, especially for that 
future which lies beyond the grave, is 
based on our faith in God. The Scrip- 
tures encourage us to remain steadfast 
in our faith, and on that basis we can 
hope. We are to read the Bible therefore 
that we may find encouragement, stead- 
fastness and hope. 

The passage in II Timothy was writ- 
ten toward the end of Paul’s life, to Timo- 
thy, his son in the faith. Timothy was 
a young man, Paul’s protege, left by 
Paul in charge of the church in Ephesus. 
Paul reminds him that in the last days 
(i.e., the days after Christ, the period 
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in which we are living) grievous times 
would come upon the church. As we read 
over Paul’s description of these times 
(3:1-13) it seems that he is describing 
our present age. As a matter of fact, he 
is describing conditions which have re- 
curred again and again in the history of 
the church. He is interested most of all, 
however, in his own time. These are the 
conditions which Timothy faced. It is 
a very difficult situation. What is Timo- 
thy to do? Two things, says Paul (1) 
he is to continue in the things which he 
has learned, i.e., the truths of the gospel, 
the teachings of the Old Testament as 
fulfilled in Jesus (3:14); (2) he is to 
preach the word (4:2). 

We are interested in the first injunc- 
tion. Timothy, living in unsettled times, 
such as ours, is to continue in what he 


has learned and believed. Why? Five 
reasons are suggested by Paul. They 


suggest some of the reasons why we who 
also live in troubled times should like- 
wise remain loyal to the truths of the gos- 
pel. 

The first reason suggested is that Tim- 
othy knows of whom he has learned them: 
his mother, Eunice; his grandmother, 
Lois (1:5); the apostle himself (3:10); 
perhaps the witnesses mentioned in 2:2. 
Timothy has seen the power of the gospel 
exemplified in the lives of those who 
taught it to him. Thinking of their 
lives, what the gospel has meant to them, 
what it had done for them, he also would 
chocse to abide in its truths. We think, 
in turn, of our parents, our teachers, the 
saints of the church. 

The second reason suggested is that 
Timothy himself has known the sacred 
writings from childhood. Their truths 
have nourished his soul and moulded his 
character. Certainly he will wish to con- 
tinue in that which has meant so much 
to him in the past. 

The third reason is that these sacred 
writing: are able to instruct him for sal- 
vation through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Other books may give him worldly wis- 
dom, wisdom which will lead to health, 
prosperity and success. But this book 
will give him that wisdom which issues in 
salvation, salvation which means here 
as elsewhere in the Bible, present deliver- 
ance as well as future blessedness. 

The fourth reason is that ‘all scrip- 
ture is inspired of God.” The word 
“inspired” come: from two Latin words 
meaning “in” and “spirit.” Inspired 
therefore means that the Spirit of God 
is in these writings and that men wrote 
under the guidance of the Spirit. We 
would like to know how inspiration took 
place. But Paul does not tell us. He is 
concerned not with the method of in- 
spiration but with its practical value— 
which brings us to the fifth reason for 
Paul's exhortation. ‘“‘All scripture is in- 
spired by God and profitable for teach- 
ing [about God, about Jesus, about the 


way of salvation], for reproof [of sin and 
transgression], for correction [of false 
notions or evil habits], and for training 
in righteousness.” The divine purpose 
of providing such a means of grace in 
the Scriptures is very distinctly stated, 
It is that every disciple “may be com- 
plete, equipped for every good work”— 
complete, well-rounded morally and spir- 
itually, lacking in no gift or grace of the 
Spirit, and all for the purpose of service 
to God and his fellowmen. 

The writer to the Hebrews (4:12) re- 
minds us that the Word of God is living 
and active. He is not speaking of the 
printed word—the dead letter—but of 
that Word which leaps from the printed 
page and penetrates the very recesses of 
our being, laying hold upon conscience 
and will. It is like a sword with double 
edge, one the edge of promise and hope, 
the other the edge of reproof and retribu- 
tion. Unless this living Word of God, 
inspiring on the one hand, judging on the 
other, does comes to us out of the printed 
page, we have not yet learned to read the 
Bible as we ought. 

Peter reminds us in his second epistle 
(1:16-21) that the apostles had ocular 
evidence for the truth of what they preach- 
ed, as for instance at the Transfiguration 
when they saw and heard the voice of 
God (1:16-18); thus the prophetic word 
found in Scripture has been made even 
more sure (1:19). In other words, Scrip- 
ture has been confirmed by experience, 
and especially by the first-hand testimony 
of the apostles. 

“You will do well to pay attention to 
this,” continues Peter, “as to a lamp 
shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your 
heart.” That is, until the partial light 
which has come to us grows until we 
have gained the full knowledge of God 
available to us in Jesus Christ. 

But ‘‘first of all, says Peter, you must 
understand this, that no prophecy of 
Scripture (i.e., word of God in Scrip- 
ture) is a matter of one’s own interpre- 
tation, because no prophecy ever came 
by the impulse of man, but men moved 
by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” 
Since Scripture comes from Ged, we can- 
not make it mean what we would like for 
it to mean (which is what we are always 
in danger of doing), but we must allow 
the Spirit to bring his own message, 
whether it runs in accordance with our 
desires or contrary to them. 

To sum it all up: the Bible does not 
claim to give us instruction in science 
or in philosophy; it does not claim to give 
us the secret of material success; it does 
offer us the food that we must have (some 
of it good to the taste; some at first 
unpalatable) if we are to develop our 
moral and spiritual natures; if we are 
to have a character that will triumph 
over all the ills of life, the evil embedded 
in our inmost being; if we are to find 
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BOOK NOTES 
Presbyterian Titles 


MY 100 CHILDREN. By Bernard E. Bain. 
Simon and Schuster, New York. 211 pp., $3. 

This is Bernard Bain’s story of the 
Lynchburg “orphanage.” When he went 
there in 1948 he quickly changed the title 
to a “home.” This lively story of the 
members of his big “family” is making 
a hit. It is also putting the Lynchburg, 
Va., home in the thoughts of people as 
nothing else has ever done. The “Shoe- 
less Wonders’”—the barefoot football 
team—have long been known. Now read- 
ers will know much more about this home 
for dependent children. 

Although the major emphases of social 
workers today appear to be pointing away 
from institutional care, Dr. Bain states 
his case in support of it, providing an 
issue where there will be disagreement. 


PERSONALITIES AROUND PAUL. By 
Holmes Rolston, John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. 206 pp., $2.50. 

This is another valuable contribution 
by Holmes Rolston to the literature about 
the Apostle Paul. The book is a product 
of the pastorate—and the Sunday night 
service—before the author became editor 
of Presbyterian, U. S., Christian educa- 
tion materials. It illustrates what thor- 
ough study joined with the demands of 
a Sunday night service can produce— 
if they are inspired by a good idea. 

Barnabas and Mark and Timothy and 
other names have been familiar enough. 
This book, though, helps to bring to life 
many other names that, for most church 
people, have simply been names occasion- 
ally mentioned in a sermon or the morn- 
ing lesson—like Epaphras, Trophimus, 
Apollos, Gallio and Phebe. Their rela- 
tion to Paul, and to Paul’s Christ, be- 
comes the: illumination or the touchstone 


of all. 


Collections 


A NEW CHRISTMAS TREASURY. Edited 
by Robert and Maria Lohan. Stephen Daye 
Press, New York. 406 pp., $3.65. 

This is a companion piece to the 
earlier work by the same editors, Christ- 
mas Tales for Reading Aloud. There 
are admirable selections from Hugh Wal- 
pole, Frank Stockton, Owen Wister, Dor- 
othy Thompson, Alistair Cooke, Ogden 
Nash, Dorothy Canfield Fisher, James 
Hilton and others. It is a collection 
worth having. 











salvation, deliverance, full and free; if 
we are to know the joy of cooperating 
with God for the great purposes that he 
has at heart; if we are to enjoy the sort 
of fellowship with him that will endure 
through all eternity. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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SHOELESS WONDERS—Not because there are ‘’100 children’’ do these 
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boys play football without shoes at the Lynchburg home. (See column one.) 





PRAYERS OF THE MIDDLE AGES. Edited 
by J. Manning Potts. The Upper Room, 
Nashville, Tenn. 96 pp., 50¢. 

Called “Light from a Thousand 
Years,” this collection is extremely valu- 
able, bringing together prayers from 
Gregory the Great in the Sixth Century 
to Thomas a Kempis in the Fifteenth. 
Many prayers and phrases you will recog- 
nize. 


THE PRAYERS OF PETER MARSHALL. 
Edited by Catherine Marshall. McGraw-Hill 
Co., New York. 245 pp., $3. 

The government printing office issued 
the Senate prayers of Peter Marshall 
several years ago. Now his widow brings 
together other prayers, the Senate prayers 
and her own comments in one volume. 


GOLDEN MOMENTS OF RELIGIOUS IN- 
SPIRATION. Edited by Ruth M. Elmquist. 
McGraw-Hill Co., New York. 304 pp., $3.75. 

Here are selected sermons, poems, ar- 
ticles and other items that have appeared 
in the Christian Herald during the last 
50 years. Contributions from many 
“name” writers are included. 


THE OLD TESTAMENT AND THE FINE 
ARTS. Cynthia Pearl Maus. Harper & Bros., 
New York. 826 pp., $5.95. 

This is an anthology of pictures, poetry, 
music and stories on Old Testament sub- 
jects by an editor who, some vears ago, 
did the same in terms of the life of Christ. 
Many people of training and discernment 
will look upon this work as a rather 
“srubby” approach to ecclesiastical art. 
Although the verse excludes Edgar Guest, 
it has much that is little better. More 
significantly, it includes nothing from 
Milton, Donne, Herbert or Browning, to 
mention only a few notables. As for the 
paintings, there is much gloomy mid-Vic- 
torian illustration. Some of the repro- 
ductions of the masters don’t come out 
well. It is surprising, also, that there is 
absolutely nothing from Rembrandt’s 
simple and majestic drawings from the 
Bible. 

An infinite amount of hard work has 
gone into this huge volume. It is to be 


regretted that there was not greater col- 
laboration. 


SIGNS AND SYMBOLS IN CHRISTIAN 
ART. By George Ferguson. Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, New York, 346 pp., $10. 

This is a magnificent volume, dealing 
with the historic symbols of Christian 
faith. It is profusely illustrated, with 
16 masterpieces, from the great art col- 
lections, in full color. 

Take one symbol, for instance (noted 
in the January 30 Presbyterian, U.S., 
church bulletin)—-IHS. This comes 
from the first three letters of Jesus 
in Greek. It is not to be confused with 
the Latin, “In hoc signo”— in this sign; 
it is not an abbreviation of the Latin 
phrase, “Iesus Hominum Salvator’— 
Jesus, Savior of Men. 

A book like this ought to be in church 
libraries. It makes a wonderful gift for 
a minister or other students of Christian 
art and history. 

LIKE A MIGHTY ARMY. Halford E. Luc- 
cock, Oxford University Press, New York. 
182 pp., $2.50. 

Here are some of the priceless items 
from the Christian Century’s Simeon Sty- 
lites, Dr. Luccock. You may wish some 
of his other gems had been included but 
you will be glad to have every one we are 
here provided. 


WORSHIP RESOURCES FOR THE CHRIS- 
TIAN YEAR. Edited by Charles L. Wallis. 
Harper & Bros., New York, 483 pp., $4.95. 

This is a valuable collection of worship 
and homiletic material arranged under 
headings of the Christian year, from Ad- 
vent through Reformation Sunday. In 
addition, there are many other special 
Sundays, thanks to modern emphases, 
where helps are provided—like Laymen’s 
Sunday, Race Relations Sunday, Com- 
mencement Sunday, Festival of the Chris- 
tian Home, and others. The quality of 
the material varies but there is much that 
ministers will find valuable. 








COVER—The Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem is built over the traditional site 
of the birthplace of Christ.—RNS Photo. 
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CHANGES 

C. Newman Faulconer, Waynesboro, 
Va., has accepted a call to the First 
church, Greenville, S. C. 

E. Lee Stoffel, Florence, Ala., has been 
called to the First church, Charlotte, 
N. C. 

W. A. Gamble, St. Paul church, Char- 
lotte, N. C., has accepted a call to the 
First church, Hollandale, Miss., effective 
in late January. 

Frank L. Crown from 
Texas, to Andrews, Texas. 

C. Arthur Scott from Catlettsburg, Ky., 
to First church, Booneville, Mo. 

Daniel A. Bowers from Orlando, Fla., 
to 766 Greens Ave., Winter Park, Fla. 

James W. McNutt from Bassett, Ark., 
to Paris, Mo. 

R. L. Berry from Belmont, 
Grace St., Oxford, N. C. 

W. K. Fitch, Jr., formerly of the Mont- 
rose church, Richmond, Va., is now pastor 
of the Summersville, W. Va., church. 

Wilbur R. Parvin from Lugoff, S. C., to 
the Erwin, Tenn., (USA) church. 


TO BE MARRIED 

Robert T. Coit, Lewisburg, W. Va., and 
Margaret Irons’ Rollins, Ronceverte, 
W. Va., will be married December 28 in 
Norfolk, Va. 





Crystal City, 


N. C., te 


DEATHS 

Addison A. Wallace, 91, died at his 
home in Nutley, N. J.. November 21 after 
a week’s illness. Dr. Wallace served for 
54 years as pastor of the First church, 
Mexico, Mo., retiring in 1941. Since that 
time he had lived in Nutley. Funeral 
services and interment were in Mexico, 
Mo. 

Samuel J. Allen, 55, Selma, Ala., died 
unexpectedly of a heart attack November 
30. He was pastor of the Valley Creek 
and Woodland Heights churches. He 
had been in the U. S. church since 1948, 
coming into it from the Orthodox Pres- 
byterian church, formerly from the USA 
church. 


AUSTIN LECTURES 

Charles B. Templeton, Presbyterian, 
USA, secretary of evangelism, will de- 
liver the Settles Lectures in Evangelism 
at Austin (Texas) Seminary, January 
11-15 on “The Church and its Evange- 
listic Task.” 

Lecturers at Austin Seminary’s mid- 
winter series, January 31-February 4, will 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR 
COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association College and Secondary 
Schools, Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A. A. and A. S. degrees. Graduates trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two- 
year business’ course. Preparatory 
department with lith, 12th grades. 
Veterans. Moderate charges. Scholar- 
ships. Self-help. 

Second semester begins January 24, 1955 


Louis C. LaMotte, M.A. 
Th. D., D. D., President 


Box 38-R, MANTON, 





be the following: Geo. S. Hendry, Prince- 
ton Seminary, “The Problem of the Spirit 
in Christian Theology”; John A. Red- 
head, First church, Greensboro, N. C., 
“Faith and Life’; and Seward Hiltner of 
the University of Chicago’s Federated 
Theological Faculty, “Human Develop- 
ment: General and Religious.” 


MISSIONARIES 
Returns: To the Congo: Virginia Allen; 
the Robt. W. Reinholds; the Rob Roy 
Robertsons; Jackie Muris. 
To Korea: the R. K. Robinsons, 
E. T. Boyers. 
To Mexico: 
Resignation: 


the 


the Clarence M. Bassetts. 
The Howard B. Smiths, 


Jr., Nashville, Tenn., who served 
Korea for only a short time in 1950 } 
fore having to return to this country 9 
account of hostilities, which also resulteg 
in the recall of Mr. Smith to the arme@ 
forces, have resigned from missiona 
service. 
DCEs 

Bettye Killgore, Alice, Texas, wilf 
serve the Bellaire, Texas, church, 500% 
Bellaire Blvd., after December 20. ‘ 

Nickie Ferris, DCE at the First chure} 
Orange, Texas, and Dr. C. E. William 
Bonham, Texas, were married August 
in Jacksonville, Fla. They now live af 
603 N. Center, Bonham. : 








NORTH CAROLINA 


FAYETTEV Ee, 
TERY. 1/4 Migs 


FLORA MACDONALD 


COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
An Accredited Four-Year Liberal 


Arts College 


B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 
Christian Education for Christian 


Living and Service 


MarsSHALL Scotr Woopson, President 
“4 Superior College for Superior Students” 








EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1954 


Unites sound scholarship and broad training 
for life with a vital Christian emphasis. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


CHRISTIAN CHARACTER IS NOT 


AN ACCIDENT 


John R. Cunningham, President 


Davidson, N. C. 








SOUTHWESTERN 


Rendering—for 106 years—the important service of training men and 
women of Christian character for leadership in the Church, business, 
industry, the arts, and the professions. 


PEYTON N. RHODES, President 
SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


a Memphis 12, Tennessee 








Maryville 
College 


Founded 1819 





Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian, Accred- 
ited by Association of American Universities, South- 
ern Association, National Association of Schools of 
Music, American Association of University Women, 
American Medical Association, etc. 
$336 per semester for tuition, fees, room, board, 
and may be met in part by self-help. Address 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


Charges average 


Maryville, Tennessee 
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